Freight Bates
absorption of this crop with the growth and increase of
indigenous cigarette manufactories, and as a consequence,
the quantity of tobacco cured and ready for manufacture
is on the increase. Nevertheless, there is quite an
important export trade in unmanufactured tobacco. The
United Kingdom offers the best market for us, and on an
average consumes 40-3 per cent of our total exports.
Viewing it from the side of value, the percentage is higher
and comes to 46-4 per cent. Our next best importers are
Aden and Dependencies absorbing 23-5 per cent of the
total value of our exports, and Japan ranks third with
13-3 per cent. Speaking quantitatively, during 1937-38
the exports of unmanufactured tobacco, in thousands of
pounds, to the United Kingdom, Aden and Dependencies,
Japan and the Netherlands were 21,231; 7,182; 2,317, and
1,348 respectively. Besides the exports, there is a brisk
import trade in which again the United Kingdom tops
the list. Our imports are mostly of good quality ciga-
rettes in which the United Kingdom has a share of nearly
90 per cent. In 1930-31 our imports were valued at
Rs. 1,17,94,574; the quantity imported being 2,840,434
pounds out of a total import trade* of 3,059,692 pounds.
The next year saw a halving of our United Kingdom
imports and the value of these was attenuated to nearly
a third. Thereafter, there was a continuous fall both in
quantity and value till 1933-34 after which the trade began
to improve, and in 1937-38 the value rose to Es. 35,43,495,
Which is nearly a fourth of the 1930-31 figure. It is also
miwesfog to observe here that the proportion of imports
of ^igaisgfifcs to imports of unmanufactured tobacco has
coraiiierafoly declined, indicating a rapid increase in the
production of indigenous products. The pre-war average
for imports of cigarettes and unmanufactured tobacco were
1,731,000 pounds and 736,000 pounds, In 1937-38,
cigarette imports fell to 1,084,000 and imports of unmanu-
feetoed tobacco rose to 3,061,000 pounds. Thus, there
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